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Dear L.E.G. Member:

March 2009

As the nation and State fall deeper into a recession, you can encourage the Governor and General
Assembly to sustain and strengthen services to people in need. The General Assembly and the Governor
are working to develop a plan to use American Recovery and Reinvestment Act dollars and to finalize
the budget for the 2010 Fiscal Year. As critical decisions are being made during these very difficult
economic times, your input is essential to help preserve and fortify services to vulnerable Marylanders,
including at risk children and those living on a low income.

Please encourage our State elected officials to:

e Provide adequate staffing and lift the hiring freeze for the Department of Human Resources so the
many people seeking services can receive them in a timely manner.

e Support adequate funding of critical social service programs, such as Temporary Cash Assistance,
the Temporary Disability Assistance Program, and foster care.

e Support adequate funding for energy assistance AND low-income energy efficiency programs to
reduce the need for energy assistance and create jobs.

e Restore the State funding formula for children with severe disabilities to attend nonpublic special
education programs.

A “Sample Alert Letter” is enclosed to assist in your letter writing.

With Governor O’Malley and the General Assembly addressing the State’s deficit and working to balance the

budget, your response NOW will help prepare legislators and the Governor to make difficult decisions. It is
inevitable that some budget items will be reduced or eliminated. Please make sure they are not items
that are essential to our most vulnerable neighbors. People who are already struggling the most need the
State’s help now more than ever.

Please accept our gratitude for your willingness to add your voice in support of funding for programs and
services to help people living on a low income.

Your action is requested by March 16™!

Sincerely,
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Y, , the poor, is made concrete by

Sister Joan Marie Stief

L.E.G. Coordinator promoting justice.
Parish Social Ministry ~The Hundredth Year
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What Can I Do?...Write or Email Governor O’Malley AND your State legislators on the

Senate Budget and Taxation Committee and the House Appropriations Committee. If your
delegate or senator is not on the lists below, write to the Chairman.

Governor Martin O’Malley

Webform: http://www.governor.maryland.gov/mail/

Budget and Taxation Committee

Chair: Ulysses Currie
ulysses.currie@senate.state.md.us
Vice-Chair: Edward Kasemeyer
edward.kasemeyer@senate.state.md.us

David R. Brinkley
david.brinkley@senate.state.md.us

James E. DeGrange, Sr.
james.degrange@senate.state.md.us

George C. Edwards
george.edwards@senate.state.md.us

Verna L. Jones
verna.jones@senate.state.md.us

Nancy J. King
nancy.king@senate.state.md.us

Rona E. Kramer
rona.kramer@senate.state.md.us

Richard S. Madaleno, Jr.
richard.madaleno@senate.state.md.us

Nathaniel J. McFadden
nathaniel.mcfadden@senate.state.md.us

Donald F. Munson
donald.munson@senate.state.md.us

Douglas J. Peters
douglas.peters@senate.state.md.us

James N. Robey
james.robey@senate.state.md.us

J. Lowell Stoltzfus
lowell.stoltzfus@senate.state.md.us

Robert A. (Bobby) Zirkin
bobby.zirkin@senate.state.md.us

To find your legislators go to
http://mlis.state.md.us.

If you do not have web access,
call me at 410.261.6782.

House Appropriations Committee '~

Chair: Norman Conway
norman.conway@house.state.md.us
Vice-Chair: James Proctor, Jr
james.proctor@house.state.md.us

Susan L. M. Aumann
susan.aumann@house.state.md.us
Gail H. Bates
gail.bates@house.state.md.us
Wendell R. Beitzel
wendell.beitzel@house.state.md.us
John L. Bohanan, Jr.
john.bohanan@house.state.md.us
Talmadge Branch
talmadge.branch@house.state.md.us
William A. Bronrott
william.bronrott@house.state.md.us
Galen R. Clagett
galen.clagett@house.state.md.us
Steven J. DeBoy, Sr.
steven.deboy@house.state.md.us
Adelaide C. Eckardt
adelaide.eckardt@house.state.md.us
Tawanna P. Gaines
tawanna.gaines@house.state.md.us
Melony G. Griffith
melony.griffith@house.state.md.us
Ana Sol Gutierrez
ana.gutierrez@house.state.md.us
Guy J. Guzzone
guy.guzzone@house.state.md.us
Keith E. Haynes
keith.haynes@house.state.md.us
Henry B. Heller
henry.heller@house.state.md.us
Mary-Dulany James
mary.dulany.james@house.state.md.us
Adrienne A. Jones
adrienne.jones@house.state.md.us
Murray D. Levy
murray.levy@house.state.md.us
Heather R. Mizeur
heather.mizeur@house.state.md.us
Barbara A. Robinson
barbara.robinson@house.state.md.us
Steven R. Schuh
steve.schuh@house.state.md.us
Theodore J. Sophocleus
ted.sophocleus@house.state.md.us
Nancy R. Stocksdale
nancy.stocksdale@house.state.md.us
John F. Wood, Jr.
john.wood@house.state.md.us




SAMPLE “ALERT” LETTER

[Date]

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: SUPPORT FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT PROVIDE MUCH NEEDED HELP
TO THOSE MOST IN NEED.

Dear

With the nation falling deeper into a recession, many Marylanders are struggling to
meet their basic needs. | hope you will focus on the needs of the many families and
individuals living on a low-income and children overcoming abuse, neglect and special
needs when finalizing the State’s 2010 budget and using the federal dollars received
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

As [a volunteer, employer, or ], | know many hard-working families and
seniors who have worked all their lives are struggling to make ends meet. [Optional: |
am especially concerned about (insert appropriate example).]

The budget should include provisions that will make a difference to those struggling
the most:

1. LIFT HIRING FREEZE for DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES and FUND DIRECT
SERVICE WORKERS.

2. PROVIDE ADEQUATE FUNDING for BENEFIT PROGRAMS, including Temporary Cash
Assistance, the Temporary Disability Assistance Program, and foster care.

3. PROVIDE ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR ENERGY ASSISTANCE AND LOW-INCOME ENERGY
EFFICIENCY PROGRAMS as such programs will help reduce the need for energy
assistance and help create jobs.

4. RESTORE the STATE FUNDING FORMULA for CHILDREN with SEVERE DISABILITES to
ATTEND NONPUBLIC SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS

| urge you and your colleagues to take whatever action is necessary to protect
vulnerable Marylanders in these four important ways. Providing assistance to those in
need will provide essential relief and help.

Thank you for considering my views.
Sincerely,

Name
Address



